Aortic intramural hematoma associated with metastatic carcinoma.
We present a case of aortic intramural hematoma, a variant of aortic dissection, with metastatic carcinoma invasion within the aortic wall and pseudolumen. An elderly male patient with a history of controlled hypertension initially experienced chest pain. A computed tomographic scan revealed aortic intramural hematoma; thus, conservative therapy was performed. One and a half months later, tumors in both adrenal glands and the lumbar vertebra were discovered. The primary site was not identified, and the patient died following septic shock 1 month later. An autopsy revealed intramural hematoma throughout the aorta, as well as systemic metastases of adrenocortical carcinoma with invasion into the aortic wall and formation of a pseudolumen accompanied by disruption of the vasa vasorum. As far as we know, this is the second case of aortic dissection associated with metastatic carcinoma. The highly aggressive nature of the tumor cells was demonstrated by high mitotic ratio and Ki-67 labeling index. The tumor was also positive for matrix metalloproteinase-12, thus suggesting disruption of the aortic media.